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Three Branches of Government
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Branches of Government and Legal Rules

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Executive Legislative Judicial

Branch Branch Branch

(headed by

the president)

Administrative Statutes Court

Regulations International treaties Opinions

(created by (also called

administrative cases)

agencies pursuant

to statutory

authority)



Branches of Government and 
Legal Rules (continued)

STATE GOVERNMENTS

Executive Legislative Judicial

Branch Branch Branch

(headed by

the governor)

Administrative Statutes Court

Regulations Opinions

(created by (also called

administrative cases)

agencies pursuant

to statutory

authority)



Primary vs. Secondary Authority (Review)

 The laws

 Constitution

 Statutes

 Cases including 
dissenting opinions

 Administrative 
Regulations

 International Treaties                                                                                                       

 About the laws

 Law textbooks

 Practicing guides

 Hornbooks

 Treatises 

 Law reviews

 Etc.



Types of Authority 

 Mandatory/Binding vs. Persuasive Authority

 courts obligated to follow (within the same 
jurisdiction or same appeal line) vs. courts may 
follow if they are persuaded to do so



Type of Authority: Appeal Lines/Jurisdiction

US Supreme 
Ct.

Federal 
Circuit Ct.

Federal 
District Ct.

Specialized 

courts

MO State 
Supreme Ct.

State Appeal 
Ct.

State District 
Ct.

State Appeal 

Ct.

IL State

Supreme Ct.

State District

Ct.





Generating Search Terms/Key Words

 Based on Categories of Information: 5W

 Who: parties

 Where: places

 What: things

 When: day, evening, time

 Why: potential claims & defenses

 Determine: 

 Issue Statement

 Legal Relief



Expanding the Initial Search

 Increasing breadth with synonyms and 
related terms: 
 Motel — Hotel — Inn 

 Lottery — Sweepstake — Gamble

 Increasing depth with levels of 
abstraction: 
 parrot — bird — animal 

 Lottery — Gamble — Illegal Contract



Expanding the Initial Search

 Increasing breadth with synonyms and 
related terms: 
 Motel — Hotel — Inn 

 Lottery — Sweepstake — Gamble

 Increasing depth with levels of 
abstraction: 
 seagull — bird — animal 

 猎狗- 狗- 动物

 Lottery — Gamble — Illegal Contract（彩票
- 赌博 - 非法合同)



Who, where, What, When, Why

Classroom Exercise

 You represent the family of Mike Roy. Mr. Roy was 
injured in an auto accident while driving home from work 
one evening in Austin, Texas. Mr. Roy suffered serious 
injuries during the accident, including brain injuries. He 
sued the driver of the other vehicle, alleging that the 
driver was negligent in driving through a red light. Mr. 
Roy recovered a fair judgment as a result of his personal 
injury accident. One year later, he died as a result of 
complications stemming from his brain injury. His family 
would like to pursue a wrongful death action against the 
driver of the car that caused Mr. Roy’s injuries. What 
effect will Mr. Roy’s previous lawsuit and judgment have 
on his family’s possible wrongful death claim?



Generating Search Terms/Key Words

 Based on Categories of Information: 5W

 Who: parties

 Where: places

 What: things

 When: day, evening, time

 Why: potential claims & defenses

 Determine: 

 Legal Relief

 Issue Statement



Classroom Exercise: Answers 1

 Who: victim, decedent, deceased, surviving family, heirs, 
estate of deceased; tortfeasor, driver, motorist 

 Where: Texas, Austin, accident on highway 

 What: auto accident, negligent driving, serious brain 
injury, death, previous lawsuit and judgment, previous 
recovery of damages

 When: auto accident after work in evening, recovery for 
damages following accident, wrongful death suit at death 
of victim one year after previous judgment

 Why: previous recovery because of negligent conduct, 
recovery and judgment because of personal injury, death 
from complications of injury



Classroom Exercise: Answers 2

 Issue: May the surviving family members 
pursue a wrongful death action against a 
tortfeasor when the victim dies from 
complications one year after the accident, if 
the victim previously had obtained a fair 
judgment for his injuries from the tortfeasor?

 Relief: money (damages for wrongful death)



Sources to 
generate 
search terms

 Black’s Law 

Dictionary, 10th ed

KF156 .B53 2014

Available on 

Westlaw also

http://catalog.wustl.edu/search/cKF156+.B53+1999/ckf++156+b53+1999/-5,-1,,B/browse










Legal 
Thesaurus

KF156 .B85 2013



Legal Thesaurus Sample Page



http://www.thesaurus.com/



Word term and Phrase

 single-word term (with or without 
root expander or universal 
character,): work, work*, work**, 
work***, work!

 several-word phrase: “non-working 
hour”, “summary judgment”



Boolean Connectors: or, and, 
but not, /s, /p, /n

 X or Y: either x or y in the document

 X and Y: both x and y must appear anywhere in 
the document

 X but not Y: x must be in the document but not y

 X /p Y: both of x and y must appear in the same 
paragraph

 X /s Y: both of x and y must appear in the same 
sentence

 X /n Y: both of x and y must appear within a 
number of words of each other



Searching for Words via Computer: 
Boolean and Connector Search

 multiple terms for the same concept: 
worker or laborer, cigarette or tobacco or
smoke

 Both in a document: (worker or laborer) 
and (cigarette or tobacco or smoke)

 exclusion of non-pertinent usage: smok! 
But not marijuana



 (worker or laborer) and (cigarette or
tobacco or smoke) But not marijuana

 multiple-concept search employing 
connectors: /s, /p, /n,

 (worker or laborer) /5 (cigarette or
tobacco or smoke) But not marijuana







Online Catalog Searching

 Key Words Search: 

 immigration law 

 WTO and Intellectual and Property

 The Law Library Catalog















 www.worldcat.org

http://www.worldcat.org/


Legal Periodicals

 Use legal periodicals for

 background information.

 citations to primary authority.

 in-depth analysis of a narrow topic.

 information on a conflict in the law or an 
undeveloped area of the law.



Locating Periodical Articles:  
Electronic Resources

 Locate citations to periodical articles electronically
with LegalTrac or Index to Legal Periodicals
 Where to find these two databases?

 Search by subject or key-word to obtain a list of 
citations.

 Locate full text legal articles in Heinonline, LEXIS,
and Westlaw by searching in the databases for 
individual publications or combined secondary 
sources.

 Selected periodicals may be available on the 
Internet



Indexes v. Full Text Databases

 LegalTrac and Index to Legal Periodicals 
have indexed more law journals than the 
law journals covered in any of the full text 
law journal/review databases.

 Use LegalTrac or Index to Legal 
Periodicals to exhaust all the possible law  
journals.  



Legal Periodical Index: 
Searching

 Keyword search: intellectual property 
wto













Where to find full-text articles

 Paper
 Current: Library Reserve

 Older: Bound on 1st. & 5th Floor

 Online
 HeinOnline: Law Journal Library

 Westlaw: Journals & Law Reviews - US (JLR)

 Lexis: 
US Law Reviews and Journals, Combined

https://web2.westlaw.com/search/default.wl?rs=WLW11.07&rp=/search/default.wl&vr=2.0&fn=_top&mt=208&sv=Split&db=JLR
http://www.lexis.com/research/form/search?_m=0d27d0600eaa4cf6d30ec78b31096b68&_src=270077.3002018&_cat=3002018&wchp=dGLbVzt-zSkAW&_md5=f150038d35c39ca3dbc4b3fd95f1c841


Law Journal Library



4 results



Too many hits





Good # hits









790 legal 
periodicals

















Classroom Exercise

 Please use Westlaw, Lexis, or 
Heinonline to find an article about 
United States export control law written 
by Wei Luo



Assignments

 Reading: Chapter 2 Background & 
Analysis 

 Homework: Assignment 1, searching 
term exercise



Questions?


